1 Sunday the 29th of Fune, 1696. 


By NICH. BRAD7,M.A. Miniſter of Rich- 
t mond inthe County of Surry, and Chaplain 
| 1n Ordinary to His Majelty, 


| 


| On Cree Church, 


Preached at 


UPON 


7 AE —— A et 
f 


" 


mma. 


bel ts. Ana 


Publiſhed at the Deſire of the Pariſhioners, 


© —_ 


©]T)])]T)S)U]}]}TSEEEIE 


m_—Al ww 


LOND 0 N, 


Priated for Rich. Parker, at the Unicorn under 
the Piazza of the Royad Exchange, 16g6. 


p - 
ail p54  # X '£ T4 T2 F; "* T2 P40 


— a - 


—- : 4 | — - . , anrnngh! Bots 4 
n—— _ = «Can ANA. 3 79 war WE DTAS , 
Tr rior HT. 
— Cs UH AA AU AY EA 


To my worthy Friends, the Gen. 
tlemen of the Scle& and General 
Veſtry, and others the Pariſhi. 
oners of St. Catherine Cree-Church. 


Gentlemen, 

S this Farewel. Sermon was not 
barely intended for a ſolemn for- 
mality upon quitting my employ- 

ment ; but was the reſult of ſentiments 
both tender and ſerions,expreſſed with all 
imaginable ſincerity and beartineſs; ſol 
flatter my ſelf with the Belief, that your 
deſiring me to make it publick,, was ſome: 
thing more than a ceremonions Comple 
ment, being a freſh inſtance of that 
kindneſs and good will, with which you 
bave always {oa pleas'd to favour me. 
And therefore however Js I mig bt 
excuſe my: ſelf,by the. plainmeſs and indi- 
geſtedneſs of the fallowing Diſcourſe ; 
yet I cannot refuſe you the abſolute. ai- 


ſpoſal 


ſpoſal of that which is ſo juſtly and in. 
tirely your 0m; and ſhall pleaſe my ſelf 
with the agreeable 6pinton, That your 
Afﬀection to me 7s the cauſe of Pub- 
liſhing, what my AfﬀeCction to you 
was the occaſion of Compoſing. 

That you may" ſtill continge ftedfaft 
and: immoveable in the profe/(1on of 
that Faith which 1 have preached a. 
mong ſt you,and always abound in that 
Work of the Lord, to the perfor. 
mance of which T have conſtantly exhort. 
ed you; that ſo, neither my Labour in 
Preaching, nor yours in prattiſmg,may 
be in vain in the Lord; hall be the 
earneſt and continual Prayer of 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obliged Friend, 
and moſt humble Seryant,, 


N. Brady. 
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'ouſl And now Bretbxen, 1 commend x0u to 
God, and. ta the,word of bis Grace, 

faſt wheeh ts able t0:-build you tp, and to 


3 of | - 'giv8 you "an Taberitance among "all 
a- 'them which are ſanWified. 
CT... | | 
for. \Hough ir is not without a very ſenfi- 
ort- | - Þ& _ ble £9ncern, that I. appear., before 


you upon. the preſent occaſion; that I find 
my.{clf fo, near, being ſeparated from thoſe, 
1Y | with whom:-1 have conyersd 1n five. years 
the | Minifry; and from whom l have receiy'd 
ſuch obliging inſtances of affc&ion, as ſhall 
ever be precious, to my, memory ; ; yet ſince 
neither the xc{pect I fo juſtly owe you, nor 
the deference We. pay ,to a. prevailing cu- 
ſtbme, wall ſuffer me to wave, the. melan- 
choly task, of taking a ſolemn and publick 
| B leave, 
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leave, I thought I could not more proper- 
Iy addreſs to you, than in theſe words of 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. They 
are a part of his farewel Sermon,. which he 
made to the Elders of Epheſus and Miletzs, 
among whom he had gone preaching the King- 
dom of Ged : He foreſaw that this would be 
their laſt mecting, and that they to whone he 
ſpake ſhould ſee his face no more, and therefore 
thought himſelf obliged to transter the care 
of them, to him who was beſt able to ſup- 
port and defend them ; and to commit the 
guidance of them to that Goſpel of his, 
which was bothcapable of eſtabliſhing them 
in the truth, and of incivling diem ro that 
reward which is the conſequence of it : and 
xow Brethren (ſays he) I commend you to God 
and to the word of his Grace, whith is able to 
build you up, and to give you an Inheritance, 
among all them whith are fanilified, 

Blciſcd be God), the circumſtances of our 
parting, arc nor ſo difinal as thoſe of the A- 
poſt|&and his friends ; inſtead of zor ſecing 
one anothers = any more; I traft we ſha 
have many happy opportunities, of keeping 

ah up 
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ap a riivtull erect Sontietite ad infinticy 
However, ſince providence has thought fic 
ro withdraw me, from the more immediate 
care of the ſpiritual concernunents, I;cannot 
better expreſs 'my follicitude for * 'your 
welfare, 1 cannot conligh' "you into bet- 
ter hands, than by commending you 10 God. for 
fayour and protection, and to the word of 
his Grace for counſel and inſtruction. 

And here I muſt entreat that' you would 
not expect from me, a diſcourſe that is me- 
thodical and artificial, that is:thereſalc uſually 
of well compos'd thoughes, not the product 
of a' mind under difturbance and perplexity : 
I ſhall only take che words juſt as chey lve 
before me, and expound them to you with 
all che plainneſs imaginable,and 

Firſt, my Brethren, I commend you to God, 

Whatſoever dangers may at any time a- 
larm you, whatſoever apprehenſions or af- 
flictions you may Iyc under, if you have but 
recourſe to an all-ſufficient Guardian, if you 
find your ſelves intitled to' his favour and 
prote&tion, you have then got ſuch a re- 
fuge as will neyer tail you, bur will cnable 
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you in all difficulties to be more than conque- 
rors. | Can any condition be. ſuppoſed fo 
miſerable; wherein the eye of a father will 
not look upon, you ? can any, cate, be fo 
wretchedly forlorn, wherein the bowels of 
a Redeemer will not yearn over you ?: can 
any circumſtances be fo deplorable, as to 
et bounds to a goodneſs which 1s infinite ? 
-can any of thoſe friends whoſe afliſtange you 
, may. yalue, whoſe ſupport and ſuccour you 
tay depend npon, produce ſuch evidences 
"of their kindneſs towards you, or ſhew ſuch 
itrong credentials of an -unalterable jatfect;- 
'on; as thoſe which, Fo have received from 
' your almighty benefactars, Rn ic not he 
who drew' you out of the dark womb of 
nothing? is 1t not in him that, you live and 
move and have your being ? has nat his care- 
ful providence continually watched over 
you Zare you not indebted [for whateyer 
you cnjoy, to him that is the giver of every 
good and perfed gift ? has not his goodneſs 
been cxcrted; ; wonderfully in aur behalf, 
22nd" magmiicd j its (lf by. molt remarkable 
inefcics ? doesnot hecompallionacc all your 
neceſli- 
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neceſſities, fayourably accept of your im- 

perfect performances, kindly overlook your 

manifold infirmities, and patiently bear with 

your grofler provocations ? 1s he not wil- 

ling to be reconciled whenſoeyer you of- 
fend him ? not ready to caſt you off in an- 
gcr, upon every the leaſt tranſgreffion of 
your duty ? but waiting for your ſubmiſ. 
fion with gentlenc(s and long-ſuffering, and 
opening. his arms wide to the returning pe- 
nitent ? and how then can you wiſh for a 
more affectionate Protector ? to whoſe ten- 
derneſs can I recommend you more juftly 
than to his ? but farther, haye not his wiſ- 
dom and his puwcr been frequently exerci- 
ſd, in ſecuring.you againſt all the malice 
of your enenues, whether in private ſtrata- 
gems or open. violences ? 1s 1t not he zhat 
brings the counſel of the heathen to nought, 
and makes the devices of the people of none ef- 
fe 2 1s it not he that does whatſoever pleaſes 
him, in heaven and in earth, and in all deep 
places,? Gan any.thing fruſtrate or dſap, 
paint his intentions; with whom all Wiſdom 33 
for ever 2..or- pretend to oppoſe the Kreſs 
C 
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ble force of him that is girded about with 
firength ? Has he' not el. times unrayel- 
led all the ſecret defigns, which your in- 
triguing Adycrſarics had levelled againſt 
you; and turned the wiſdom of their wiſe 
men into fooliſhneſs? Has he not often bat- 
fled and defcared all their boaſted naught, 
with his own right hand, and with his out- 
ſtretched arm £ Has not he over-ruled the 
moſt unlikelv events, and made all things 
work together ro you for good > Enher obyu- 
ting all inconveniences by his wiſe diſpen- 
ſations, or ells overcoming them by his 
powerful aſſiſtance ? And how then can you 
dcelire a more available Guardianſmp ? To 
whoſe conduit can I relign you more ſe- 
curely than to His ? Can the care of your 
fafcty be better conſulted than by him, who 
is not only. your beſt of fricnds, but the 
moſt fitly qualificd for excrciling that of- 
fice > Can the ſumm'of your concerns be 
mare afſuredly repoſed, than upon bound- 
leſs Wiſdom and unhmited Power? Such is 
the Protector 'to whoſe patronage* 1” com- 
mend you, diſpoſed by his Goodneb,' yr 
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fied by his Wiſdom,” and enabled by his 
Power, - to ſupport and ſuſtain you under 
the greateſt exigencies, and to give you a 
happy iflae our of all your adverfities. May 
then that God, 'whoſe mercy' is over all his 
works, whoſe knowledge 1s unfathomable 
by humane Reaſon, and whoſe power de+ 
Iighes to be glorified: in our weakneſs, be 
your merciful ' Saviour and mighty Deh- 
yerer 3 may he be your firm ſupport in all 
extremities, your conſtant refuge in all ne- 
ceſſities, your certain comfort in all - cala- 
mitiesz and as he influenced you'* by his 
good Spirit, to thoſe offices of loye which 
Lhave received at your hands, ſo may he 
reward all the kindneſs you have ſhewn me 
ſven-fold into your own boſories, This 


will God moſt affuredly perform ;* unlels 


you render yourſelves uncapable of the 
ſweet refreſhings of his goodneſs, by not 
paying a due obedience to his commands, 
nor walking by the rule which: he pre- 
ſcribesz - and therefore ; my brethren, 
commend you | 

2dly, 


[$] 
2dly,, To the word of his Grace. 

' The Law (ſays the. Apoſtle) was given by 
Moſes, but Grace and. Truth came by Feſas 
Chriſt. The Goſpel 1s: a moſt comfortable 
conycyance. of the, divine, loye | and favour 
ro us.;..1t 18 a Covenant made up! of mcrcy 
and tenderneſs, fres. from all the burthen- 
ſom hardſhips and uncaſmcſles, with which 
the Iegal diſpenſation, was clogg'd and cn- 


£ wy 


eumber'd : 1n.chis God ſcems to. hays laid 
aide his abſolute prerogative, and to con- 
{ult. ag;once the caſe and the.delight of his 
{rvants; the bloady..initiayon of circumC- 
29 exchanged. tor the mulder Sacrament 
of Baptilm ; expenſive Sacrifices are'aboliſh- 
ed, that prayers and: praiſes may ſucceed 
them, and the dreadful menace,, of dray 
ot near left 1  conſurs thee, 1s, turned into 
thc abligng .inyitation, of come wprto._me.and 
] will give you refl. Well then may a mc{- 
ſage ot ſuch comfortable , 1mpoxtance, de- 
ferve ta be. ſhled the. word of his Grace, tince 
it cxhubyrs.co us the moſt gracious promiles 
it holds forth to us the moſt dcfircable re 
wards, 1t preſcribes the moſt rcaſonablc 
Wo mcaſuces 
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meaſures of obedience, :and the moſt eaſy 
methods of reconciliation. By this we arc 
allowed to recover our ſelves, whenthrough 
humane frailty we at any time fall, to re- 
nſtate our ſclycs in the fayour of our God, 
and regain our fortcited intereſt by a ſincere 
repentance ; by this we are adopted into his 
own family, and put on the character of 
his Favourites and Sons ; by this we are ad- 
mitted to a free acceſs, to a kind of intima- 
cy and familiarity with our God ; by this 
we are made capable of celeſtial entertain-_ 
ments, and of taſting the powers of the world 
to.come. Theſe are fome of thoſe incſ{tima- 
ble priviledges, of that word of Gods Grace 
to which 1 commend you; and I cannot con- 
ſign you over to any thing more valuable, 
but to what I have already, even to God 
himſelf, . I exhort you therefore to adhere 
carefully to thoſe admirable rules which. it 
lays down for your direction ; to attend 
heedfully ro the leſſons which it gives ; to 
make that the f}andard ,of ail your actions, 
and ro Jet your whole conyerfation ' be a- 
vreeable. to that model.” The cxcecllency of 
| C the 
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the dorines which it would eſtabliſh, is 
chough to recommend 1t to any prudent 
conſiderer 3 what can more conſiderably 
exalt your nature, than that univerſal puri- 
ty which it preſcribes? what can more cf- 
fectually preſerve Socicty, than that impar- 
tial Juſtice which it exa&ts ? what can more 
ſecure your health and vigour, than that 


ſtrict temperance which 1t requires at your 


hands?. what can more promote mutual 
amity and concord, than that obliging be- 
nignity which it would infuſe into your 
natures? Thus if you would but examine 


the Doctrines which it contains, you would: 


find it to deſerve your moſt ſerious obſer- 
vation. But if you farther refle&t upon 
the perſon that delivercd it, you will find 
freſh arguments for the fixing it in your 
eſteem : God who in times paſt ſpake to your 
fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe later 
days ſpoken unto you by his Son z who being 
the. brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs 1- 
mage of his perſon, delcrves . your attention 
to what he delivers, more than any other 
perſon of a leſs eleyated quality, I ſay wnto 


you, 


er 
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you, 1s his conſtant form of ſpeaking, with 
which he uſhers in his moſt weighty inſtru- 
ions; and a due contemplation of the 
majeſty of the Speaker, ſhould make you 
attend to what he utters with a becoming 
reverence and reſpe&t. Again, the yaſt im- 
portance- of the things imparted in it,ſhould 
torcibly oblige you to yalue it as you 
ought: This explains to you the nature 
and the attributes of God, and ſhews you 
his way of dealing with the ſons of men 
this gives you a proſpect mto the inviſible 
world, and makes you acquainted with 
that land of ſpirits; 1t ſhews you by what 
methods God will diſpence his unconcei- 
vable rewards or puniſhments ; and gives 
you directions by which you may be ena- 
abled to ſecure to your ſelyes the former, 
and to ayoid the latter: the mighty mo. 
ment therefore of the matters which it 
treats of, 1s ſufficient to engage you to an 
awful attention ; but farther yet, the inti- 
mate concern which you your ſelves have 
in thoſe ſacred truths which the Goſpel 
unfolds to you, ſhouid powerfully engage 
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you to give heed to its directions: 1t con. 
tains no account of foreign news or 1dle 
tranſactions, to which you may either 
lien or turn a deaf car, without any con- 
ſiderable conſequences to your ſelves ; but 
rules for the management of your own lives 
and conyerſations 3 precepts which exa&t 
your own obcdience; your own intereſt js 
at ſtake in every part of it; and an eternal 
portion of happineſs or miſery will be your 
own lot, according. as your application. to 
the dutics 1t enjoins, 1s more or leſs ſerious 
and conſiderate ; The immediate depcn- 
dance therefore which you have, upon 
that word of Grace to which I commend you, 
ſhould abundantly perſwade you to pay a 
duc regard toit, Theſe arc ſome of thok 
ſtrong and conſiderable motives, which | 
hope will incline you to put a juſt yalue 
upon the maxims and in(tructions of Chri- 
{tanity. 

Give me leave to inſtance in ſome peculiar 
duties in general,which I would recommend 
more particularly to your practice and per- 
formance; and the firſt that I ſingle our ſhall 

be 
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be Humility becauſe it 1s the neceſlary prepa? 
rative for all other graces and perfettions of 
theſoul : Repreſs, I beſcech you all unnatural 
ſwellings of the mind, all extravagant opi- 
mons of your own {clt-ſufficiency, copy the 
example of your Saviour.and /earn of him, for 
he was meek and lonly in heart : avoid that 
Pride which was a tempter even to the De- 
vil himſelf; which changed that brighteſt 
created reſemblance of the Deity, into a 
loathſom and deteſted Fiend : This it was 
that loſt us Paradice, and expoſed the whole 
race of miſerable mankind to the heayy 
wrath of an offended God; but as by Pride 
the humane nature fell, fo by Humility it 
roſe again 3- and what was loſt by the vani- 
ty of the firſt Adam, was regain'd by the 
condeſcenſion of the ſecond, Let then this 
grace be your darling fayourite, let it al- 
ways be your boſom jewel, which tho here 
it may look meanly, like a Diamond in the 
Ore, yet will ſhine hereafter with an amazing 
luſtre, and be the brighteſt ornament of 
your immortal Diadem. Another Grace in 
which I muſt entreat you to be conyerſant 
Is 
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is Charity ; 1 mcan that part only of this 
comprehenſive duty, which is employed in 
relieving the neceſlitics of ſuch as want. 
Forfcit not, I conjure you,that well deſery'd 
Commendation of being one of the moſt 
charitable Pariſhes within the City z keep up 
that Diſtinction aboye moſt others, which 
your large Contributions upon any ſignal 
occalion haye given you by the con- 
teflion of all Unprejudiced Obſervers. 
This is a vertue fo amiable in its ſelf, that 
the pleaſure which reſults from its perfor- 
mances, were enough to make any one 
.enamour'd of it, though no other reward 
were conſequent upon it; and therefore it 
is hard to fmd a Man who has once been 
charitable, and ceaſed afterwards to be o : 

the very ſatisfaction which ariſes from the 
action, being ſufficient to retain him in the 
practice of itz and yet ſuch is the good- 
neſs of Almighty God, that he has affixt 
rewards both temporal and eternal, to that 
which 1s ſo amply its own recompence : this 
will cover a multitude of your faults, and calt 
a ycil over your numerous Tn 
this 
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this will give a value to all your other good 
deeds, which without charity are nothing 
worth: this is that by which you muſt be 
tricd and ſentenced in the great and terri- 
ble day of the Lord, and this 1s that only 
which will accompany you to heayen, and 
make up a part of your cyerlaſting felicity. 
Let this then be your conſtant entertain 
ment, let it be made your buſineſs, as it 
will be your delight, and it will liken you 
to the Angels, who (bl minifler to our ne- 
ceſſiries, and reſemble you to your Saviour, 
who went about doing good. A third duty 
to which I ſhall more eſpecially exhort you, 
is Peace, Remove (I adjure you) all that 
bitterneſs of ſpirit which 1s wont to incline 
people to quarrels and animoſities; let all 
narrow diſtin&tions be done away of Par- 
ties and of Factions, and converſe toge- 
ther with brotherly affetion, under the 
comprehenſive characters of Men and 
Chriſtians. Bear with one anothers crrors 
and infirmities, endeavour to overcome 
with meckneſs and afftability, and never to 
exaſperate with ſowreneſs and Cy 
This 
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This 15 an obliging temper of mind, which 
will make even your enemies to: be at peace 
with you, and will ſhame them into kindnels 
3nd condeſcenſion; if a Brother be overtaken 
in a fault, whether 1t be an error in Judg. 
ment or in practice, reſtore ſuch a one in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs,and if it is poſſible as much as 
in you lies live peaceably with all men ; avoid 
all malicious invectives and back-bitings, all 
reflecting ſtories and i]-natur'd raillery ; and 
endeavour by your favonrableſt and moſt 
charitable conſtruction to make the beſt of 
one anothers failings; ſo will you find by a 
happy experience, how good and pleaſant a 
thing .it is for brethren to dwell together in 
znity, and will have a title to thoſe bene: 
fits which attend it, for rhere God has pro- 
miſed his bleſſing and life for evermore Let 
this then- beat once your employment and 
your pleaſure, and it will” poſſe ' you of 
tharprec'ous Legacy which our dying Savi- 
our left to his Diſciples, Peace I leave with 
yo, my peace 1 give' you ; and will alſo con- 
duct you by the ſurcſt method to'that peace 
of - God which paſſeth all underſtanding. A 
Alek: tourth 
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fourth duty which I chink-my {elf more pars 
ticularly obliged-to recommend: toy0u, is 
Loyalty and Obedience 10 the preſent Govern 
ment, Give not way, I beſeech''you!''to 
any little uneafinefles,,” which-'the! preſent 
circumſtances of affairs may lay aponfomie 
of you ; .do not murmur or repine ateyery. 
diſappointment. caſt not the blame of 'una- 
voidable muſcarriages, upon thoſe who are 
concerned in the management of affairs ; 
but contentedly reſolve fuch unexpeted oc- 
currences into the over-ruling' Providence of 
an All-wiſe:God : Let nothing tempt you to 
ſpeak. evil of —_— or laviſhly to cenſure 
the conduct of your Governors :. be con- 
rented. to think, that. God: can: chuſe: for 
you as well as your ſelves, and pay a chear« 
ful obedience to the King he has: ſet:over 
you, who conſents to bear the burthen of 
a war in his'perſon, which touches you-on- 
ly in your. purſes; contribute readily. ro the 
ſupport of thoſe Forces, which. are well em- 
ployed to keep the dangerfrom your doors ; 
and think not much to give: fome part of 


your fortune - for the ſecurity. of the reſt; 
D and 
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and your Religion into the bargain.» i Ther 

will God give-tys bleſſing'to-you as the 'dug 

reward of. your ſubmiſſion ro his Will, -3y 

whom Kings reign and Princes: decree \juſtiee'; 
and he lunaſclf:will not fail to- acknowledge 
thatncſpet, which1spaid te his image afid:his 
ſubſtitute. Theſe then are. ſome of thoſe more 
uſeful duties, which whiltt you 1 comment 
you tathe word.of God's, -prace,il have thouphi 
fitting out: of: that, :to: recommend to your 
practicez; and ray that -word of" '$ratei {6 
thrivexvichin! your hearts, that Tt may- tbe 
root :downwara's, ant{ bring forth frullt upwards ; 
03ayr'6 ſhed 'abrokd wakin=yout" ſouls"ch8 
movemmninenc graces” arid fruits of the ſpirir 
fach-autfamiliryCharity;apeaceable diſpoſition, 
and: hearty obedience 10. the: Government 
which: bu live ander; that fo the good ſeed 
which (has:beenearefatlyfownft which was plints 
elamd warehad by yi whiwointhy Minn/tvy,"'niay, 
batr1Godkaffiltance: Pate a: fertable" entreaſe ; 

and hay notilizidead-er. inclfeetual any 
amonaſtzen,; butproduce; atcotdirig-to the 
ſeveral; incaſares af bis grate, ! 2 ſort o Nun 
dflffol, ir fare! fixry Jold," in "forte my 
£0138 Ci fold. 
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ink; This OT wiurhort ſtevefstorſſy 
0 God, \than-all: miyiifdidbavorsave capable 
W ichout-4 16 ;afid- tl bothine hbleo&ddfNno 
build YOu! ud benes youll water afve» #d- airiydu 
an\inhertanis energiat/\the jew yn. TAntfi- 
fied,, Iſhall brifly, condideeratiett aye gitar 
adyantages, :which-bur duc regard x6 he 
word of Gods grace,:. 1s hereſaid tobe abk-to 
mpart;untous, and:then-[: img pong haſt 
19 2:contlnſien;; Andrinigo 797 3102 HUE 

.1ft. :& duerregard: to chbi'word of Gods 
grace, - 45 able-to: build. us up.” This'\s a Ac- 


rapbor-taken from w Houſe Jang: ie-$ves Þ 


tg,pnderfiandulus\much; kat if vrider bt 
our daferymag the:commendation,” of veins 
built #pbythe: wot 4 ofGods: brave, there arctwo 
necelary qualfications-required;- withour 


and thoſe area fourgitioriian trt- 
Fengd.: : that whichins CR En 10- 
ſ\ycrs-t0 the formerroftthele,1s Faith; and. thar 
which is agreeableto the batters iy good life 
ant};comverlarion | 1fofi ber righey, 
and.-19,a&t accorBiingly.: : cortipreheri 
whole duty of a Chriſtian. 
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" xt then, I fay, in this ſpiritual building, 
there muſt be faith as a foundation. God, 
who is a wiſe and skilful Mafter-builder, will 
not allow his Houſe to be built upon the ſand, 
but takes care to heve it founded upon arock; 
as knowing that a failure in that principal 
part, can neyer be redreiſed by any thing 
done afterwards: lIct the other parts be ma- 
naged with never fo much care, let them 
be beautified and adorned with never fo 
much coſt, yet cannot all this make amends 
for the firſt miſcarriage; 1t will be but a 
gaycty of ſhort landing, overwhelm'd by 
the violence of the firſt ſtorm that ſhocks it : 
Unleſs our faith be fledfaft and unmoveable, 
unleſs it be ſettled beyond wavering and 
doubtfulnefs, 1t will never be able to ſuſtain 
the weight of thoſe good works which muſt 
be raiſed upon it* Bur 2he word of Gods prace, 
the Goſpcl of our Sayiour, isable to fix our 
faith ſo firmly and unalterably, as thar ic 
ſhall be ſubject rw no wariableneſs, neither 
 Jhadow of turning : it carrics with it ſuch a 
power of conyiction, and the divine autho- 
Tity ſhines through ut fo clearly, that who- 
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ever attends to 1t ſeriouſly and without pre- 
udice, muſt needs be convinced by the de- 
monſtration of the ſpirit ; and therefore, mv 
brethren, if any amongſt you find their ſaich 
at any time to be tottering and unſteady, I 
commend you then eſpecially to the word of Gods 
grace, apply your ſelves to it with the great- 
eſt aſliduity ; and God, who 1s never want- 
ing to thoſe, who are not firſt neglectful 
of him and of themſelves, will not fail to 
aſſiſt you with ſuch a portion of his Spirit, as 
will enable you to profit by that, and will 
make that able to build you up. But as this 
ſpiritual building muſt in the firſt place haye 
faith for its foundation, ſo muſt it 
2dly, Have a good life and converſation 
for the ſuperſtructure. A foundation is but 
uſcleſ(s of it (elf, and only ſuppoſes the folly 
of the undertaker, unleſs he proceeds to 
compleat the work, and finiſhes the upper 
ſtorics for ornament and uſe; and thus faith 
alſo is dead and inſignificant, and ſeryes on- 
Iy to enhance the guilt of him that has it, 
unlefs it be made the ground-work of good 
actions, and has a happy influence upon the 
courſe 
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courſe bf aur Whole Iife;", On Sayioureels 
us, that when any man begjns,to, wild a Hower 
he oz:oht to compute whether he have ſuſhicrent 
to finiſD it ; leſt haply flee he haue- laid tbe 
foundation,” and is not - a! 


ble fo jiniſhit, al that 
ware $:'igSi $0 SY YG og 319; 1s RICTHSNS 
behold it begin to mock. him : and It 1s upon 
this yery occation, thatche ſpeaks, this/ſigni- 
ficarit parable, namely to cxpolc the folly 
of thoſe men. who, actempt. to earer upon a 
courſe of pity”, ind arc.not © far.maiters of 
their, r-ſolitions as to. g0, through wick. ir, 
and perſcycre in 1t' ca. the; end; ;, Theſe men 
pcrhaps arc willing. ta give. cheir :ailnt cg 
all che my ſterigs. corgain.d jnch< Goſzel.ro 
contels the. truch of rwh.tever, ic. afſerrs, ard 
por to call in queſtion ine.cquity, of apy. of 
its doctrines ; and thus tiacy think js Af bor 
tor < em, 1thpur, Gv of a ppl i. N g jo11 Nye HE 
ro the prachee of hoſe, Garics,, which. 


ſtrictly xequures of all DClicygts:. they”: Ie 
contented: indefd tobe lpeculative A b 
ans, butt 1s upon the- condition that they 
may be practical Athci ſts; bur this delc iy $ no 
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ſured-\that the-conſequence\ of thav(ſhall be 
many ſtripes, m-vaih then ſhall we ptead,\rhat 
we bcheve:the Gofpel ;' in vain ſhall we a: 
row ouriſclves' tobe beofeſior bf Chriſtia- 
nie}, unld6cour practice be: anfirerable wo 
our:'profc{lion;; nd our faichis! manifeſted 
by our works 4 our Saviour willideclare tae 
he knows 5-not, and will fay'to-us;' depard 
from 'neye workers: tf iniquity "we may wake 
our: paſſionate: addfeffey ar: "the: dobr," ard 
vith:repeated":cxclamations eryy Dojo Lond: 
0peh un2d-us.; 'but'we ſhall be tiayned: away 
as the foolith\Virgins were,becauſe our Lanips 
have not been filet wiitl rink But'the G9: 
pcl of Chriſt is ſuchtiia fight w9rd* | de fepe, 
and Tamer Yo var paths, tis op we-/Xtrend'to it 
wich! a» becoming reverence, 'will diref our 
feet- iito-the! ways of- godllinieſs weſhall there 
ſees 1f"WE Are. HUt traltoiBlind; that thee: 
ſigniab our: Swiours commonntythe world; 
was not barcly to inform our underſtanding, 
but chiefly :and'maſt cſpeeidfly: to'regulare 
out practicg3- that” his' bufine ws hdrt6 
form:a"{ct off Dupmaanits) who: houldtom 
rand wrangle kbboutioins of controverſy: 
buc 
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but to parifie t0 himſelf 4 peculiar people 2ea- 
lous of good works « 18 will convince' us that 
all the promiſes of: the Goſpel, all the gra- 
cious overtures which it exhibits, have this 
expres condition annexed unto chem, har 
we 'lead a; pious and a godly. life. When- 
ever therefore, my Brethren, at any time you 
find your ſclves in danger to be miſled by 
your luſts, into-the comnutfſion of any groſs 
enormity, , 1 then eſpecially commend you 10 
the wordoof Gods grace ; and.adviſe you to 
betake your ſelves to that ſer of Sacred Ora- 
cles, which will give you ſuch aſliſtance as 
may baffle your. temptarions, -and Prove It 
lf able. ro build you wp. -. = "T.">| 

But there 1s, ſecondly, another advantage, 
which a duc regard to the word, of God's 
grace 1s here ſaid to be able ta. impart urito 
you, 7t-3 able (ſays the Text), t0;grve you 
an inberitance among all them which are Jonfli: 
fied. 

And this 1s an adyantage of fo confidera- 
ble a yaluc, as 1s ſuthczent to engage you to 
a-duc cegard, if the word of God's grace:had 
nothing <eiſe ro recommend it, - 19 have 4! 
inheri- 
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inheritance among'all them which are ſanitified, 
and to ſhare in that poſſeſſion which is re- 
ſerved for Gods Ele&, what a noble privi- 
ledge ought this to be eſteemed, and how 
zcalouſly ſhould you contend to qualific 
your ſclves for it There are two things 
conſiderable in the deſcription of 1t. r. That 
It is ſaid to be an inheritance: and 2, That 
it 15 ſuch among all them which are ſanfified. 
1, then, It is ſaid to be an inheritance; and 
this ſhews you the certainty of that poſle(- 
{ion, the ſureſt tenure 1s that of inheritance; 
and eſpecially amongſt the Jews, it was 
looked upon as a thing ſacred, and not to 
be alienated upon any occaſion: thus Na- 
both choſe rather to expoſe himſelf to the 
King's anger, and to that unjuſt proſecution 
which coſt him his life, than he would tran. 
greſs againſt this folenn cuſtom, by parting 
with the Vineyard which he delired 5 tbe 
Lord forbid it me (ſays he) that I ſbould give 
thee the inheritance of my fathers. Yet this 
ſecure and unalterable title 1s that by which 
you arc allowed to make your claim; and 
It 1s upon a due regard to the word of God's 
grace, that the right we pretend to is ground- 


ed 
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cd and eſtabliſhed 3 it 1s that which gives 
you the happy aſſurances of your being 
heirs of God, and co-heirs with Chriſt , from 
thence you gain that ſpirit of adoption, by 
which you cry Abba, Father ; and if you arc 
led by the direCtions which that gives, you 
ſhall find your ſelves thereby made members of 
that general Aſſembly and Church of the firſt 
born, whoſe names are written and regiſtered in 
heaven; and happily admurted to be com- 
mon partakers of the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. But 2dly, Thus 1s an inhe- 
ritance among all them which are ſanlified.No- 
thing that is unclean can gain any admit- 
tance into this moſt holy and immaculate 
tcllowſhip ; purity of -life 15 the only qualif- 
cation by which you may be fitted for this 
blefled ſocicty : Thoſe who would be looked 
upon as the brethren of Chriſt, mutt put 
on him, and wear his reſemblance ; and who- 
ever has his hope in him, muſt purify himſelf 
even as he is pure. This 1s what the word of 
God's grace, inculcates to you almolt in eye- 
ry Page; he that will aſcend into the hill of 
the Lord and abide in his boly place, muſt have 


clean hands and a pure heart ; if you expect 
that 
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that God ſhould be a father unto you, and that 

you ſhould he his ſons and daughters, you mul 

come out from among the wicked and be ſepa- 

rate, and not touch the unclean thing : having 

therefore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let us 

cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſb 

and ſpirit, perfeftling holineſs in the ſear of 
God. Thus 1t you give a carctul attention; 

to theſe and ſuch other rules and inſtructi- 

ons, whuch are every where contain'd in tle 

word of God's grace, you will find that ſufh- 

cientto ſecure to you theſe advantages, you 

will find it able to give you an inheritance a- 

mong all them which are ſanfified, 

Thus in a confuſed and indigeſted man- 
ner (ſuch as my preſent concern will give 
me leave to make uſe of) I have touch'd 
upon all the material obſcrvations, which the 
words of mv Text have furniſhed me with- 
al 3 and having all along applied chem to 
your mere particular ufc, I ſhall add nothing 
more to what I have fa; d already, I ſhall 
only offer up, as 1 am in diſpenſably obliged, 
by all the ties of gratitude and duty, my 
moſt hearty prayers to Alaughty God, that 
he would ſanctity to you all what I have 
now 
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now bcen preaching; and what at any: time 
herctofore I haye delivercd to. fon .that {6 / 
being deferided by the protefizon of .your God, 
and tylly inſtrufted by the word. of bis.grace, 
you may be. built up and-cftabliſhed in;your 
holy profeſſion hereand have .your. inheritance 
hereafter among all them which are ſan#tified.-. 

Give melcave to conclude the whole with 
St- Pauts cxhortation to his Corimbians ; 
Finally, brethren, farewel. be perfef, be 'of good 
comfort, be of one. mind, live in peace; antl the 
God of love and peace | ſhall be with. you;.: "To 
tim the Farher, Son, and Holy -Ghoſt,:chree 
perſons but one God of love, be aſcribed all 
honour, power, might, majcity. and-.domi- 
riion, henceforth and for cvcrmore. Amen. 
Dr FINS: 
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Cain; Preached hy the K onerend Mr. Brady, and 
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Funeral of Licutenant General Talmach, .* 
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